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The horses then were exercised,                                             1,570
For they were all benumbed and sore
And stiff for the whole month before,
Which they had spent upon the seas
Unable to lie down at ease.
With this small rest, for all their plight
Was such to merit more by right,
At morn straightway mounted the king,
Who had taken in his hand this thing.
Within an olive grove along
The roadside close at hand a throng                                    1,580
Of Greeks awaited with their banners
And flags of varied hues and manners.
Thence the king drove them forth ; then set
Upon his head his steel helmet
And started swiftly to pursue.
Then had ye seen brave men and true!
Closely pursued by our foreguard
They fled; we pressed them fast and hard.
Until our men encountered
Their main host. We pursued; they fled.                              1,590
Thereat we halted our pursuit,
And they began to shout and hoot.
And made cry so vociferous
(So those who heard the noise tell us)
That in his tent the emperor,
So it is said, heard the uproar
From more than half a league away,
Whither he had withdrawn to stay.
He dined and slept while strife went on;
But they were rudely set upon.                                              1,600
He and his train then mounted horse
And to the mountains took their course
To see just what their men would do,
Who knew to shoot and naught else knew.
Still shouting, they wheeled round apace,
And our men did not stir from place.